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1. Many experts emphasize that the positive effects of declining inflation will ..............  
expectations. 
A) overcome 
B) surpass 
C) undermine 
D) rectify 
E) succeed 
 
2. Dentists strongly suggest brushing teeth using toothpaste to ............. them fro m decaying. 
A) defer 
B) protect 
C) guard 
D) waste 
E) condemn 
 
3. He has recently ............ drawing to make himself relaxed.  
A) adopted 
B) relinquished 
C) adjusted 
D) benefited 
E) progressed 
 
4. Lots of .......... crafts like weaving are slowly being rev ived. 
A) habitual 
B) vivid 
C) hard 
D) proportional 
E) traditional 
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5. I ............ whether our opponent company will make any profit at all.  
A) expect 
B) claim 
C) doubt 
D) admit 
E) recommend 
 
6. The rise in the prices ............... her to sell her sha re for a nice profit. 
A) achieved 
B) annoyed 
C) meditated 
D) advised 
E) facilitated 
 
7. Should that company wish to attract workers, it ought to ........... the pay.  
A) lower 
B) raise 
C) spread 
D) rise 
E) accrue 
 
8. The kidney transplant operation was .... .......... complicated, so the operating team had to take 
special care to ensure its success. 
A) slightly 
B) nearly 
C) immediately 
D) extremely 
E) probably 
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9. Before the invention of refrigeration, the ............. of fish and meat must have been a prob lem. 
A) treatment 
B) maintenance 
C) addition 
D) presentation 
E) preservation 
 
10. The police finally arrested the ............... criminal.  
A) famous 
B) renowned 
C) respectable 
D) notorious 
E) temporary 
 
11. I had to brake suddenly when the other driver didn't signal to show his ........... to turn left.  
A) plan 
B) intention 
C) idea 
D) promise 
E) precaution 
 
12. The board of managers defined a date to ............. the question of payment.  
A) discard 
B) promote 
C) control 
D) debate 
E) confer 
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13. We are not sure that he will be able to ......... the shock of going bankrupt.  
A) get over 
B) rely on 
C) put through 
D) take up 
E) depend upon 
 
14. He should spend nearly two years working in Asia so that he can discover how things ........ 
overseas. 
A) manage 
B) execute 
C) operate 
D) propose 
E) connect 
 
15. Do you realize that it takes years to ............... as a teacher.  
A) practise 
B) complete 
C) accept 
D) regard 
E) qualify 
 
16. During the long period of ............, the farmers had to irrigate their crops.  
A) famine 
B) drought 
C) caos 
D) turmoil 
E) calamity 
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17. Because the water there is ............., the area has been evacuated based on an official 
decree. 
A) purified 
B) diverted 
C) predicted 
D) contaminated 
E) reimbursed 
 
18. The accident would not have occurred but the truck driver had been ............ .  
A) alert 
B) negligent 
C) resolute 
D) discrete 
E) careful 
 
19. I am confused by the fact that it is ............ impossible to differentiate between these twins.  
A) virtually 
B) definitely 
C) closely 
D) proportionally 
E) realistically 
 
20. The ship was ............... to be unsinkable; that's why we didn't see any lifeboats on it.  
A) defeated 
B) appraised 
C) alleged 
D) considered 
E) referred 
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Reading 1 
 
Researchers suggest that there are creatures that  do not know what light means at the bottom 
of the sea. They don't have either eyes or ears; they can only feel. There is no day or night for 
them. There are no winters, no summers, no sun, no moon, and no stars. It is as if a child spent 
its life in darkness in bed, with nothing to see or hear. How different our own life is! Sight shows 
us the ground beneath our feet and the heavens above us - the sun, moon, and stars, shooting 
stars, lightning, and the sunset. It shows us day and night. We are able to hea r voices, the 
sound of the sea, and music. We feel, we taste, we smell. How fortunate we are!  
 
1. Judging from the passage, we can say that this story is mainly about ............ .  
a) life of sea creatures at the bottom of the sea 
b) how changes in the seasons are perceived by the deep-sea creatures 
c) how wonderful our lives were and will be 
d) the differences among creatures of the earth and those of the sea  
e) the superiority of human beings over some creatures in terms of senses  
 
2. We discover that the sea creatures in the story ................ .  
a) have the same senses that we do 
b) have no sense of hearing as well as sight 
c) hear the sounds of the ocean 
d) live in darkness because no light reaches to the bottom 
e) do not hear the sound of sea as they are accustomed to it 
 
3. In the passage a child in darkness is likened to ................ .  
a) someone who lives where there are no seasons 
b) an animal without the sense of touch 
c) a sea creature with no seeing or hearing ability 
d) a deaf child unaffected by the environment 
e) a perfect sleeper, for there is no sound around to hear  
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Reading 2 
 
Official records state that the Pueblo Indians lived in New Mexico and Arizona . The word 
"Pueblo" comes from the Spanish word "pueblo," meaning town or villa ge. The Spaniards found 
these Indians living in apartment houses, some of them on the side of a cliff in order that they 
could be reached only by ladders. Whenever they were attacked by Apaches, the Pueblos 
would pull up the ladders. They grew corn, which they watered with water flowing down in 
ditches. They wove cloth, made wonderful baskets, and created jars and pots out of clay 
proving how skilful they were at hand-craft.  
 
4. From the passage we understand that the Pueblo Indians were afraid of ........ ..... . 
a) cliff dwelling 
b) Apache Indians 
c) apartment houses 
d) water flowing down in ditches 
e) solitary life 
 
5. Why the Spaniards called these Indians "Pueblos" is because they ................ .  
a) were close to the Apaches 
b) lived together in a town or village 
c) farmed and brought down water in ditches 
d) pulled up their ladders when attacked 
e) achieved fame thanks to their hand-craft 
 
6. The Pueblo Indians lived on the side of a cliff ................ .  
a) although they had apartment houses 
b) to observe the stars in the sky for rain season 
c) so that they could provide themselves with shelters 
d) and, they didn't have a lake, a stream, or a pond 
e) as long as they were all together 
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Reading 3 

 
It was a man who lived before the time of Christopher Columbus that was the world's first great 
traveler. His name was Marco Polo. With his father and his uncle, he traveled from Italy to China, 
crossing mountains and deserts to get there. In China a king called Kublai Khan was pleased to 
see the Polos and had them live near to him. They stayed for twenty-three years. Kublai Khan 
sent Marco to other countries to do business for him. When Marco finally returned to Italy, he 
wrote all about his adventures in a book, which was read by Columbus and many other pe ople, 
who also became interested in traveling to strange countries.  
 
7. This story is mainly about ............. .  
a) the world's first great traveler 
b) traveling from Italy to China 
c) why Polo went to the far east 
d) Marco Polo and Kublai Khan 
e) in what ways Columbus affected Polo 
 
8. The reason that Marco Polo is called great is not that ................ .  
a) he traveled very far to reach China for a new world 
b) he wrote about his adventures in a book, which many people read 
c) he was so well liked by the king of China 
d) he crossed mountains and deserts to reach China 
e) he achieved fame thanks to his good reasoning 
 
9. We know from the story that after he turned back, ................ .  
a) Marco brought out a book inspiring new voyages 
b) Marco stayed in Italy for twenty-three years 
c) Kublai Khan knew that Marco had crossed mountains and deserts  
d) Kublai Khan sent Columbus to other countries for business 
e) Marco set out for a new adventure 
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Reading 4 

 
Have you ever wondered whether fishes drink or  not? All living things must drink, and they 

require a fresh supply of water often. A person can go without food for many days, but he or she 

cannot go for long without water. Fishes drink, and fishes that live in salt water must drink salt 

water. However, when we watch them in an aquarium and see them opening and closing their 

mouths, we must not assume that they are drinking. Fishes need water for its oxygen. The water 

that they seem to be gulping gives them oxygen, which is in the water. On the other han d, when 

a fish drinks, it swallows water, just in the way we do.  

10. It is stated in the passage that a fish opens and closes its mouth .............. .  
A. in order to get oxygen  
B. so as to gulp  
C. to drink to stay alive 
D. to swim in an aquarium. 
E. so that it can suffice salt 
 
11. We are informed by the passage that a person ................... .  
A. can live for a long time without water 
B. can live for a long time without food 
C. has no need for food and water 
D. has no need for a fresh supply of water 
E. does need water to get oxygen 
 
12. When a fish drinks water, ............................ .  
A. it requires fresh water 
B. it swallows water just like us 
C. it requires salt water 
D. it drinks water for its oxygen 
E. it stays motionless for a while to swallow 
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Reading 5 

The poetic expressiveness and creativity of Japanese women poets of the Manyoshu era is 

generally regarded as a manifestation of the freedom and relatively high political and economic 

status women of that era enjoyed. During the Heian period (A.D. 794-1185) which followed, 

Japanese women became increasingly relegated to domestic roles under the influence of 

Buddhism and Confucianism, which excluded women from the political and economic arenas. 

Yet, since poetry of the period came to be defined solely as short lyrical poetry, known as waka, 

and became the prevailing means of expressing love, women continued to excel in and play a 

central role in the development of classical Japanese poetry. Moreover, while official Japanese 

documents were written in Chinese, the phoenetic alphabet kana was used for poetry. Also 

referred to as onna moji ("women's letters"), kana was not deemed sufficiently sophisticated for 

use by Japanese men, who continued to write Chinese poetry, increasingly for expressi ng 

religious ideas and as an intellectual pastime. Chinese poetry ultimately yielded, then, to waka 

as the mainstream of Japanese poetry.  

13. Based on the passage, mainstream Japanese poetry of the Heian period can best be 
described as ............ . 
A. philosophical in its concern  
B. more refined than the poetry of the Manyoshu era  
C. an outgowth of Buddhism and Confucianism  
D. sentimental in nature and lyrical in style  
E. written primarily for a female audience  
14. Which of the following statements about kana finds the LEAST support in the passage?  
A. It was based on the sound of the Japanese language  
B. It was used primarily by Japanese women 
C. It was used for Japanese poetry but not for Japanese prose  
D. It was used in Japan after A.D. 793 
E. It was considered inappropriate for austere subject matter  
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15. The author's primary purpose in the passage is to ............................ .  
A. refute a common explanation for the role of women in the development of Japanese poetry  
B. identify the reasons for the popularity of a distinct form of literary expression in Japan  
C. distinguish between the Japanese poetry of one historical period with that of another  
D. trace the influence of religion on the development of Japanese poetry  
E. provide an explanation for the role of women in the development of Japanese poetry  
 

Reading 6 

The world's nuclear plants have accumulated vast stocks of highly radioactive waste. Worldwide, 

high-level waste is currently stored above ground, and no government has a clear policy on its 

eventual disposal. While most experts believe that burying the waste is the safest bet in the long 

term, the problem is finding sites that everyone can agree are geologically stable. Decaying 

radioactive isotopes release heat. As a result, high-level waste must be constantly cooled; 

otherwise, it becomes dangerously hot. This is why many experts want to store waste above 

ground until it has decayed and is cool enough to be stored safely in sealed repositories several 

hundreds of metres below ground. According to one recent theory, however, waste should be 

lowered down boreholes drilled to 4 kilometres. The trick is to exploit heat generated by the 

waste to fuse the surrounding rock and contain any leaking radioactivity.  

16. It is clear from the passage that the safe disposal of radioactive waste ------------ . 
A. has been satisfactorily dealt with by scientists in conjunction with governments  
B. is a problem that each government must decide on for its own country  
C. remains a global problem of great magnitude  
D. is a problem that has not attracted enough attention  
E. will in all likelihood soon be resolved, and a clear policy agreed on by concened 
governments 
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17. As it is pointed out in the passage, many exports are of the opinion that radioa ctive waste ---
-----. 
A. should never be stored underground as it cannot then be monitored 
B. should not be stored underground while the radioactive isotopes continue to let off 
substantial amounts of heat 
C. does not require to be cooled when stored above ground 
D. cannot be safely disposed of anywhere and the problem of what to do with it intensifies as 
the amount increases 
E. can be safely left to cool down underground in sealed repositories  
 
18. The passage describes a new method, still only a theoretical one, for the disposal of 
radioactive waste, ---------------- .  
A. which uses bore holes so that all sites are suitable  
B. at a depth considerably less than that normally recommended but the chosen site must meet 
certain geological requirements 
C. which, unfortunately, increases the time needed for cooling the waste before final disposal  
D. in which the radioactive isotopes are prevented from releasing heat  
E. whereby the heat produced by that waste will serve to seal it safety into the rock under which 
it has been buried 
Reading 7 

Erosion is regarded not merely as the physical removal of soil by water and wind, but rather as 

the deterioration of all the component parts of the habitat in which man and his crops and 

livestock have to exist. Since there is no conclusive evidence for any major climatic change in 

historic times to explain this deterioration, we must conclude that the eroding of the total 

environment has been due primarily to thoughtless destruction of the vegetative cover. This has 

led to deterioration of the microclimate above and below the surface, generally in the direction 

of a general drying out of the soil which has exposed it to erosive action of wind and rainfall of 

high intensity or frequency, and to the loss of organic matter in the soil, thus reducing its 

capacity to resist erosion by conserving the water that falls on the surface. If everything possible 
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is done within the total environment to conserve the naturally planted or cultivated vegetation, 

this will also ensure optimal conservation of soil and water.  

19. It is argued in the passage that the impoverishment of the world's habitat .......... .  
A) is first and foremost due to man's irresponsible abuse of the vegetable cover of the earth  
B) is largely due to gradual changes in climate over long years 
C) became inevitable as soon as agricultural and animal husbandry developed 
D) cannot be remedied 
E) has been needlessly exaggerated 
 
20. The definition of erosion given in this passage ............ .  
A) is a strictly regional one 
B) disregards man's role in it 
C) concentrates on flooding 
D) assumes that the process is inevitable 
E) is a broad one 
 
21. It is pointed out in the passage that the loss of organic matter in the soil ............ . . 
A) led to the destruction of the world's vegetative cover 
B) is a direct result of insufficient rain 
C) is an irreversible process 
D) has made the soil more susceptible to erosion 
E) came about through over planting which robbed the soil of nutrients  

 
Cloze test 1 

Can we see (1) ......... the earth is a globe? Yes, we can, when we watch a ship that sails 
out to sea. If we watch closely, we see that the ship begins ( 2) ........ . The bottom of the ship 
disappears first, and then the ship seems to sink lower and lower, ( 3) ......... we can only see the 
top of the ship, and then we see nothing at all. What is hiding the ship from us? It is the earth. 
Stick a pin most of the way into an orange, and (4) ......... turn the orange away from you. You 
will see the pin disappear, (5) ......... a ship does on the earth.  
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1. A. if     B. where 
   C. that     D. whether   E. when 
2. A. being disappeared   B. to be disappeared 
   C. to have disappeared  D. to disappear 
   E. having disappeared 
3. A. until     B. since 
    C. after    D. by the time  E. unless 
4.A. reluctantly    B. accidentally 
   C. slowly    D. passionately E. carefully 
5.A. the same    B. alike 
   C. just as    D. by the way  E. similar to 

 
Cloze test 2 
 

After months of colder weather, the days get longer, the buds (1) ............ in the trees , birds 
sing, and the world (2) ............ a green dress. Spring passes (3) ............ summer. Everyone 
knows that summer will not (4) ............ . The power of all the wisest men and women in the world 
cannot keep it for us. The corn becomes ripe, the leaves turn brown and then drop to the 
ground, (5) ............ the world changes its green dress for a dress of autumn colors.  

1. A. fall off   B. take up 
C. put off    D. come out   E. bring down 
2. A. looks after   B. puts on 
C. carries on   D. comes round  E. deals with 
3.  A. into    B. by 
C. from    D. on    E. out of 
4.  A. forego   B. evaluate 
C. succumb   D. last    E. evolve 
5.  A. yet    B. therefore 
C. since    D. whereas   E. and 
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Cloze test 3 

The postal service is the government agency (1) ----- handles the mail. Its job is (2) ----- 
letters and packages to people and businesses all over the world. Its goal is to see that your 
mail gets to its destination (3) ----- possible. People (4) ----- the postal service to deliver 
important letters and even valuables, (5) ----- time and to the right person.  

 
1. A. the fact that   B. whether 
C. of which   D. that    E. in that 
2.  A. being delivered  B. to be delivered 
C. to have delivered  D. having delivered  E. to deliver 
3.  A. less quickly   B. too quickly 
C. so quickly that   D. as quickly as  E. the most quickly 
4. A. back out   B. check out 
C. come in   D. figure out   E. rely on 
5. A. to    B. for 
C. at    D. on    E. over 

 
Cloze test 4 

Petroleum, or crude oil, is one of the world's (1) ----- natural resources. Plastics, synthetic fibres, 
and (2) ----- chemicals are produced from petroleum. It is also used to make lubricants and 
waxes. (3) ----- , its most important use is as a fuel for heating, for (4) -- --- electricity, and (5) ---- 
for powering vehicles.  
 
1. A. as important   B. most important 
C. so importantly   D. less importantly  E. too important 
2.  A. much    B. a lot 
C. plenty    D. many   E. less 
3.  A. Therefore   B. However   
C. Moreover    D. Hence   E. Rather 
4. A. generated   B. to generate 
C. being generated   D. generate   E. generating 
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5. A. decisively    B. exclusively 
C. especially    D. favourably   E. notably 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


